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(d) State notification. For each school
year, FNS will notify State agencies
that fail to meet the direct certifi-
cation performance benchmark.

(e) Continuous improvement plan re-
quired. A State agency having a direct
certification rate with SNAP that is
less than the direct certification per-
formance benchmarks set forth in
paragraph (b) of this section must sub-
mit to FNS for approval, within 90 days
of notification, a CIP in accordance
with paragraph (f) of this section.

(f) Continuous improvement plan re-
quired components. CIPs must include,
at a minimum:

(1) The specific measures that the
State will use to identify more chil-
dren who are eligible for direct certifi-
cation, including improvements or
modifications to technology, informa-
tion systems, or databases;

(2) A multiyear timeline for the
State to implement these measures;

(3) Goals for the State to improve di-
rect certification results for the fol-
lowing school year; and

(4) Information about the State’s
progress toward implementing other
direct certification requirements, as
provided in FNS guidance.

(g) Continuous improvement plan imple-
mentation. A State must maintain its
CIP and implement it according to the
timeframes in the approved plan.

[78 FR 12230, Feb. 22, 2013]

§245.13 Fraud penalties.

(a) Whoever embezzles, willfully
misapplies, steals, or obtains by fraud
any funds, assets, or property provided
under this part, whether received di-
rectly or indirectly from the Depart-
ment, shall—

(1) If such funds, assets, or property
are of a value of $100 or more, be fined
not more than $25,000 or imprisoned not
more than five years of both; or

(2) If such funds, assets, or property
are of a value of less than $100, be fined
not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not
more than one year or both.

(b) Whoever receives, conceals, or re-
tains to his use or gain funds, assets, or
property provided under this part,
whether received directly or indirectly
from the Department, knowing such
funds, assets, or property have been
embezzled, willfully misapplied, stolen,
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or obtained by fraud, shall be subject
to the same penalties provided in para-
graph (a) of this section.

(Sec. 10(a), Pub. L. 95-627, 92 Stat. 3623 (42
U.S.C. 1760); sec. 14, Pub. L. 95-627, 92 Stat.
3625-3626)

[Amdt. 14, 44 FR 37901, June 29, 1979, as
amended at 64 FR 50744, Sept. 20, 1999. Redes-
ignated at 78 FR 12230, Feb. 22, 2013]

§245.14 Information collection/record-
keeping—OMB assigned control
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[72 FR 68985, Dec. 6, 2007, as amended at 73
FR 11312, Mar. 3, 2008. Redesignated at 78 FR
12230, Feb. 22, 2013]
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